Summary of Questionnaires – UK
We learnt a lot while being involved in this Comenius project. We have summarised the questionnaires which we circulated to everyone.
There were varied experiences. We learnt about the different cultures, lifestyles, food and environment. We also gained an insight into the languages and how similar some of them are and some are very different. The people we met on our visits were very friendly and caring and they tried to involve us and make us feel welcome. Overall, we enjoyed meeting the different people. 
Another thing we learnt was about history and geography of each country and we enjoyed being able to see examples of fantastic castles and landscapes and how these things influenced their culture and the way they lived. We were most interested to see how religion has an effect on peoples’ attitudes and their lifestyles and how it has a positive impact on family life in particular. 
Being an island we appreciated how easy it is for other peoples in Europe, in general, to travel and communicate more easily and we can see how the history was shaped by these movements in the past. We were really impressed by the fact that so many people we met could speak English so well and they were obviously keen to learn our language! Some of us did try to learn some basic words in other languages, like how to say hello and good-bye and thank-you. At least we’ve made a start!
We found that we shared a lot with our European partners in our schooling and education systems. We all have to pass examinations if we want to go to university and if we can speak more than one language it is easier to move around in Europe. 
We felt comfortable with the families we met and they treated us in the same way our families would have treated them, so we believe we share the same family values. It was particularly good to see how our partners felt a strong sense of national identity and sang their anthem proudly and in addition were proud of their national traditions. Sometimes in the UK we don’t celebrate our nationalism but we are getting better at it and we now wave our Union Flag and wear hats and tee shirts which identify us as British. So we are conscious of other nations and the way they identify with their nation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Everyone involved in this Project felt that the effort was valuable and had learned such a lot about lots of things. In particular, the differences between us are now better understood and we look forward to the privilege of taking part again another year. 
