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Literacy Intent

To be literate in its most basic form is to have the ability to read, write, communicate, and react to ideas in
text and language. It is a basic skill needed to function in modern day society as language is all around us.
Literacy is thought of as this most basic of human needs. The vision for the OCL literacy policy however runs
much deeper than our ability to read, write and communicate. It is our job, as teachers of any subject, to
help our students find their voice and to find their way of navigating the written and spoken word; we need
to give them the power to go forwards and make the world a better place.

National statistics show a concerning downward spiral with regards to the literacy of the nation. National
Literacy Trust statistics! suggest that:

e 1in 8indisadvantaged children in the UK say that they don’t have a book of their own.

e Thelonger children keep an enjoyment of reading going, the greater the benefits are in the classroom

e Children born into communities with the most serious literacy challenges have some of the lowest
life expectancies in England.

e Only 1in 2 children and young people said they enjoy reading in early 2022, which is as low as the
number has ever been.

e Children who enjoy reading and writing are happier in their lives.
e 1in 6 adultsin the England (16.4%/7.1 million people) have very poor literacy skills.

Literacy Vision

This policy outlines a range of strategies being implemented to support all students’ literacy: their ability to
speak read and write fluently. Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill’s Literacy Goal matches that of the Academy:
Excellence in reading writing and oracy by all, for all. and we intend to use the strategies in this document
to strengthen and prepare students for excellence in later life, opening doors for their futures.

Academic Vision

All students to leave school with a progress 8 figure of 0, having made progress in all of their subjects as
expected.

Academy Context

Lord’s Hill Contextual Factors

e The Lord’s Hill catchment falls in the 20-30% most deprived according to the Index of Multiple
Deprivation.

e Children in the Lord’s Hill area are always at a disadvantage in comparison to nationally.

e Out of 150 Local Authorities Southampton’s performance for Attainment 8 achieved a rank of 121st
out of 151 Local Authorities.

Key Cohort & Data

e Our academy serves 761 students from an increasingly disadvantaged background.
e 48% of our students are on the Pupil Premium register.

1 What is literacy?’, National Literacy Trust https://literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/


https://literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/

e 34% of our students speak English as an additional language.

e 20% of our students are on the SEND register.

Student Destinations: Leavers 2022- 136 pupils

Destination Number of Students Percentage
Further Education (local area) 122 89.71%
Other FE (including out of area) 5 3.68%
Apprenticeships and employment with accredited 7 5.15%
training

Employment 4 2.94%

Not in Education, Employment or Training 3 2.21%




Reading Age Data

NGRT testing in July 2024 and September 2024 highlighted the following:

(*Note that 719 students were tested out of 761 in total)

Whole Cohort Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80

Year 7 Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80

Year 8 Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80

Year 9 Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80

Year 10 Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80

Year 11 Number Percentage of Cohort

SAS 99-80




September 2024- September 2025 comparison data:

Whole Cohort

Number

Percentage of Cohort

OCL DRIVE up Literacy standards
EEE

» The approach to
reading, writing and
oracy across distinct
subject areas.

# This emphasises all
teachers are teachers
of literacy.

= This focuses on the
elements of literacy
evident in all subjects
and how subject leads
and subject teachers
can best be supported
in their subject area to
deliver this effectively.

* The development of
academic reading and
wiriting within the
classroom, as well as
the development of
oracy.

» The school culture and
ethos with regards to
reading.

s A core part of the One
Plan, reading fluency
focuses on the
proficiency of
students’ reading
ability as well as their
engagement with
reading for pleasure.

» A strong focus is
placed on reading
aloud (by both
teachers and
students), discussion
and engaging with
both fiction and non-
fiction texts.

» Data informed
interventions are
selected through
nationally approved
intervention models.

» These will include
those focused on the
development of
phonics as well as
those which support
decoding and
comprehension.

» Each Academy will
according to need and
utilise Trust support.

= Direct instruction of
vocabulary is a key
part of all subject
teaching.

#\Vocabulary lists for
Tier 2 and 3
vocabulary are utilised
in all subjects.

= A shared reading list
appropriate for all
students is in place. This
provides insight into the
wider world around
students whilst also
ensuring that the texts
chosen are engaging,
age appropriate and
promote equality,
diversity and inclusion.

* The Reading Fledge
each Academy makes
guarantees the types of
literature all students
will be exposed to
during their time in
education.



DRIVE Area 1: Disciplinary Literacy

Reading:

Students have access to a wide and varied range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Whilst some choices of
reading materials are defined by departmental or topic focus, students also have freedom and scope to
explore beyond these concepts or to discover new themes based on their interests or ability. Curriculum
and tutor time are spent both practising reading silently and aloud, discussing content or reading and links
to the world outside of the academy or local context. Students learn to read materials purposefully for
information and for pleasure; staff encourage students to become independent readers who have a wide
range of knowledge based on varied reading experiences.

Strategies:

e Inclass, teachers should frequently read to students in order to model best practice and high-quality
spoken language.

e Curriculum planned to incorporate fiction and non-fiction.

e Suggested reading list from all subject areas.

e Teachers make use of NGRT, SATs and data available on Bromcom to support their planning, the data
is shared on Class Charts.

e In all subject areas, teachers pre-read materials before delivery, making annotations to show best
practice and ensuring key word definitions are precise as per the dictionary definition. We
recommend using Collins Cobuild online dictionary as this is designed for EAL learners.

e All students and staff, through our Horizons project, are able to make use of the Wheelers digital
library with access of over 2000 texts.

e Extra-curricular reading clubs available to all staff and students.

e ‘Control the Game’ reading strategy used within lessons and tutor time. Year 7-9 are read a shared
class reader:

e ‘Control the Game’ reading during tutor time focuses on fiction reading.

e DEAR events planned on the calendar and teachers use questions effectively to develop students’
independent reading comprehension.

e Key words are displayed at the start of every lesson and are referred to frequently to encourage
correct pronunciation and usage within a sentence.

e Opportunity for reading to be mapped across the curriculum areas.

e Reading homework set as a routine for all students on Sparx reader.

e All teachers are encouraged to plan reading episodes using the. ‘Control the Game’ DEAR strategy
outlined below:



TUTOR LESSON PROGRAMME )

Student Bulletin
Computer Science Reading
Admin
Student Bulletin
Computer Science Reading
Admin
Student Bullatin
Computer Science Assembly
Admin
Student Bulletin
Assembly Religious Education
Admin
Intervention
Assembly Intervention

Student Bulletin (email)

Drop Everything and Read

| Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday |

Assembly

Religious Education

Assembly

Religious Education

Religious Education

KS3 tutor groups read together at Lord’s Hill for the first 30 minutes of the day, once a week. Tutors bring
these texts to life and guide student thinking about the important themes. DEAR not only sets students up
for the day and models a love of reading but also provides them with essential and transferrable literacy

skills which are the foundation to learning in all subjects. Tutors ensure that DEAR is rigorous and supportive

through:

Tracking

All students track the lines on the
page or screen with their rulers.

Use reward and sanctions to build this

habit.

“Tracking line 12 with your rulers
in 3-2-1. Great work from....
and..., Class Charts points for you.
... That’s going to have to be a
demerit — if you’re not tracking,
you’re not practising reading.”

Cold Call

To maintain participation ratio,
teachers use cold call to ensure
participation and understanding.
Keep students accountable by cold

calling them to read and keeping the

duration of their reading short and
the reader selection unpredictable.
Also, cold call students to reflect on
key plot and character changes.

“Pick up from line 17... Erin”
“Why does ___react like that?...
Archie”

“Whyis
shocking/interesting?... Zak”

Vocabulary Explanation

Explain complex words with a quick
‘pause and tell” explanation.

“Intimidate means deliberately
making someone feel frightened
so they do what you want.”




e When a student mispronounces a
word, correct them and define the

word.
Q Think Aloud “How frightening!”
o° e Support comprehension and model “That’s a shock because ___.”

reflection by pausing and articulating | “This is such a sad moment for

”

’)) a perspective on what has beenread. | ___ because remember .

Tutors read with expression and enthusiasm. They should read for 60% of the time, cold calling students
for the other 40%.

Writing:

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled writers who can use writing to
process and organise ideas and to communicate effectively in all subjects. We are all teachers of writing.
Explicit teaching of grammar constructions — including types of punctuation, sentence structures and
spelling rules — enables students to write in a formal and academic manner.

Students at Lord’s Hill are exposed to numerous genres of writing; staff teach students that their written
style, tone, and format must be adapted to fit the brief and purpose.

Strategies:

e Teachers use the Hochman Method to teach writing in context. Students are taught how to construct
high quality, academically rigorous and grammatically accurate sentences in all subjects.

e Robust and explicit teaching of vocabulary across all curriculum subjects to enhance academic writing
and word banks are supplied through knowledge organisers, individual lessons and in classroom
displays to enable students to have a rich and broad vocabulary.

e Students make use of model answers, as supplied by teachers, which help to promote excellency in
their written work.

e Teachers model their own writing and drafting process through the use of visualisers/iPads.

e Our rewards systems are set up to praise academic writing.

e Marking of books will always deal with literacy as required. Feedback lessons will deal with literacy.

e Teachers design and set writing tasks with clear learning outcomes and clear success criteria.

e Teachers showcase student writing in classrooms.

e Oracy strategy (Turn & Talk) is used to improve quality of writing across all subjects.

e students who may be disadvantaged by poor handwriting are helped to feel that they can improve it
and referred for intervention where necessary by the SEN department.

e Scaffolding is used to support writing as appropriate. See whole school sentence starters, found in
all classrooms:



The Hochman Method

PURPOSE:

We know that writing must be explicitly taught if students are to become proficient in written, academic
communication. At Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill, we are staring to employ the Hochman method as our
strategy for teaching writing.

STRUCTURE & PEDAGOGY:

\T,jw' ting
Wil
chu’ﬁm

Judith C. H chan
N tatic lwexten
N (ul Loy

¢ What is a sentence?
* Subject / verb / object

* Complete vs. fragment sentences
¢ Four basic sentence types

* Basic conjunctions: because / but / so
* Subordinating conjunctions

¢ Noun appositives
* Kernel sentences

¢ (Creating paragraphs

RJOMEY BASS

KKEECEL

APPLICATION:

Whenever students are asked to write, they are given very specific instruction and support so that they are
able to express their ideas with clarity and expertise. This takes the form of:

e Question to be answered is shared alongside specific writing instruction. For example: ‘one reason
why metals are magnetic is...because...”

e Opportunity for verbal rehearsal through turn and talk

e Feedback and refinement

e Written response

e Show call.



Paragraph Construction

+increasing independence
+modality (could, perhaps,
Expanding Sentences might...)

Paraphrasing

Not only..., but also...

And, by proxy, ...

- — +duality
Neither.........nor....

Both...and...

Despite the fact that usually....; here....

Despite the fact that...
If / When

+subordinating
[~ conjunctions

Although / Even though

+appositive (can be
taught around here)

+co-ordinating
conjunctions

+sentence
basics

Oracy:

“The most courageous act is still to think for yourself. Aloud.”- Coco Chanel

All teachers have a responsibility to help students become confident, skilled speakers and listeners on a
range of topics and in a range of contexts. We are all teachers of oracy.

Strategies:

e Teachers model excellent oracy when speaking to students to encourage use of high-quality spoken
English, as per the Teaching Standards.

e Student’s own speech is corrected to reflect standard English where applicable.

e Each English lesson features a specific turn and talk task as oral rehearsal for writing.

e Students are given opportunities to speak publicly student leadership.

e Active listening is explicitly taught across the curriculum and recognised as an important lifelong skill.

e Students use the OCL 9 Habits to guide them to be compassionate, considerate and joyful speakers
in the classroom.

e Every student has the opportunity to participate in public speaking activities through drama and
extracurricular clubs.

e Students are encouraged to use English in the classroom, regardless of level of proficiency. Much like
written English, spoken English is seen as something to be practised and rehearsed.

e EAL students who require additional oracy practice receive this from our EAL coordinator.

e Cold call questioning is pre-planned and considers the ability of all pupils in the class
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Cold calling is utilised alongside thinking time to enable all students to participate in class discussion
and questioning. We do not use hands up as a primary method of questioning.

Versatile vocabulary and sentence structures taught in English help frame oral responses as well as
written ones.

Curriculum planned to incorporate opportunities for Turn & Talk to check for understanding before
written tasks are implemented.

Turn and Talk:

Talk makes up such an important part of classroom learning. Championing the spoken word can
have a huge impact on learning and can help students to comprehend and voice ideas around
complex (and simple) topics, furthering their chances of progressing their understanding.

Teaching students to develop effective habits of discussion can have a real impact on the clarity and
quality of work produced, leading to higher quality written work. Talking and listening to others talk
supports students with metacognition, allowing them to hear how others process and
communicate their ideas thus aiding them to extrapolate and apply these patterns within their own
thinking.

Purpose

Turn and Talk offers a low stake, risk free opportunity for students to rehearse the ideas that they
want to write down. By saying what they think and then listening to the way that others answer the
same question, students are exposed to multiple approaches to the same task therefore, they are
able to recognise what is successful and what could be used as a means to improve their own work
before they write their final responses.

Structure and Pedagogy:

Purposeful = leads to final task
Structured = using sentence prompts
Directed - habits clearly outlined
Short = stop them at the crest

Application:

Collecting Live Data > circulating without speaking and listening to answers

Assessing Live Data = as you walk, listening carefully and categorising what you hear
Responding to Live Data = targeting questions to draw out strengths and misconceptions,
repeating turn and talk when necessary.

Responding to live data script:

11



D
%

Lots of Excavate and correct the
H : errors + repeat Turn and Talk
mlSCOﬂCBptIOﬂS

Cold call strongest student,
clarify elements of
Lots of strong excellence + repeat Turn and

Talk
answers \

Remind students of high
leverage prior knowledge +
reneat Turn and Talk

“I heard a few of us saying . Remember that
Making sure we're all in our next answer. Windows
first. 3...2..1.. Go!”

“Our answers are sounding fantastic. We are using/doing
__and___ really successfully. The best answers ;
We're going to repeat our Turn and Talk. This time using .
Windows first. 3...2...1... Gol”

12



DRIVE Area 2: Reading Fluency

Included below are details of Academy approaches to reading as part of the literacy strategy.

Whole
Staff .
school . . Where would this be seen
. Details of approach leading on
reading ] across your academy?
this area
approach
Staff use the TLAC ‘Control the Game’
technique to make reading purposeful and
accountable. .
‘Control ) ) ) Curriculum
Texts shared via email- to be read on iPads In all lessons where class
the Game’ Leaders, ]
. and presented on the board. reading takes place
reading ) JCS (NLP)
Staff must ensure students are tracking, use
cold call questioning, define unknown
vocabulary, and think aloud.
. . . . JCS, TGA,
Tutor Y7-9 read twice a week in tutor time following .
. , , , Heads of Tutor time
Reading Control the Game’ strategies.
Year
Vocabulary
explicit . .
] Staff to use choral repetition, MCQs, Curriculum
teaching o All lessons where vocabulary
L examples, definition, sentence stems to Leaders, . .
within all , ) i is being taught
. develop students’ vocabulary in all subjects. JCS (NLP)
curriculum
areas
Planned ‘Control the Game’ training for all staff This has taken place in
CPD Vocabulary teaching training for all staff JCS November 2025 and in the
Turn and Talk teaching training for all staff academic year of 2024/25.
A whole school reading support strategy for
2025-2026. Sparx Reader is an online
programme designed to improve reading ]
Sparx i . Weekly prizes are awarded
fluency, reading comprehension and .
Reader JCS for the top users in each year
engagement.
(Year 7-11) group.

To be set as HW for all students. Usage is
tracked weekly by the literacy lead and
shared with all English staff and HOY.
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CPD Reciprocal Reading Handout:
Reciprocal Reading Planning Sheet

* Who..?

*  What..?
L * What do you think will...? . Wha 5
-- * | bet...do you agree? a. ere.
- aoy gree: * When...?

% * What do you predict about...?

estionin . Why..?
Predicting * Last lesson... | wonder...? Questionine

*  Why do you think..?
« How..?

* That word might be a bit tricky, it * What was the most important

means idea...?
* Let’s look at the parts of the word ’ i:‘or:drga rise the paragraph in 10
Clarifyl | know to help us understand. ¢+ What \:NEIS the main thing you
“™ s This is a tricky word because... p— learned

* We might not understand the

part where... who can explain...? * What happened at the start/

middle/ end of the text?

Students who are proud, kind and determined to be the best version of themselves.

Measuring Progress

We use NGRT to measure the progress our young people make in their reading and comprehension. We
also use end of year summative assessments to measure the progress students who have accessed
intervention have made. We then use these findings to evaluate the effectiveness of our whole academy
literacy strategy. We measure this progress against several key reading age milestones: below 07:00
(where students have yet to master phonics?), 09:06 (functional literacy3), 12:06 (typical reading age
required to access GCSE papers?) and 17:00+ (the highest reading age measurable on the NGRT
assessment).

2 Letters_and_Sounds_- DFES-00281-2007.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)
3 What do adult literacy levels mean? | National Literacy Trust
4 Notes and guidance: making questions clear (aga.org.uk)
14
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https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/adult-literacy/what-do-adult-literacy-levels-mean/
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-GCSE-SCIENCE-QUESTIONS-CLEAR.PDF

DRIVE Area 3: Intervention

While whole-school approaches to literacy are essential in driving progress for the majority of students and

will reduce the need for additional literacy support, high-quality, structured interventions are an important
aspect of the whole academy literacy strategy to ensure that accelerated progress is secured for students
whose reading ages fall in the lowest stanines. These students need targeted support to catch up with their
peers and meet age-related expectations.

All Oasis academies take a graduated approach to intervention, moving from whole class teaching through
small group tuition to one-to-one support, to ensure that appropriate, meaningful and measurable
interventions are targeted at the right students to drive accelerated progress in literacy and ensure that all
students can make significant progress, regardless of their entry point to the secondary phase.

A graduated approach is one in which levels of support and intervention increase in intensity matched to
need:

*\Wave 1 is the universal, whole-school approach, that will meet need the needs of the majority of students.

*Wave 2 provides targeted intervention for students working below age-related expectations, who need
additional, structured group interventions to catch up with their peers.

*\Wave 3 provides specialist and more intensive intervention for a very small group of students working
significantly below age-related expectations, for whom group interventions would not be bespoke enough
to meet their complex literacy needs.

Students are identified for interventions using NGRT data as a starting point, which provides the data
required to being categorising students into waves in order to coordinate a targeted response to meet their

needs:
Wave Category NGRT score
. Dark green Stanines 7-9 or SAS of 110+ - significantly above expected
Light green Stanine 5-6 or SAS of 100-109 — reading at expected levels
5 Yellow Stanine 3-4 or SAS of 90-99 — reading approx. 1-2 years below
Amber Stanine 2-3 or SAS of 80-89 — reading approx. 3-4 years below
3 Red Stanine 1 or SAS of 69-79 — reading approx. 5+ years below
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Red group:
Intensive 1:1 literacy interventions for those
who are unable to make progress in group
Wave 3: interventions, or who need bespoke
interventions (e.g. due to severe dyslexia).

Specialist
1:1 interventions Amber and yellow group:
Targeted group interventions for students
who require additional support and
intervention to catch up to age-related
Wave 2: expectations.
Targeted group interventions Green groups:
Whole-class literacy strategies to secure
continued progress at least in line with age-
related expectations (see other DRIVE
levers).
Wave 1:
Quality First Literacy Teaching
for all

When planning literacy interventions, Oasis academies recognise the simple view of reading. This supports
us to understand the full range of skills required to gain full reading comprehension:

Language Reading
Word R nition x i
ord Recoghitio Comprehension Comprehension
o @
V) &)
PHONICS FLUENCY COMPREHENSION COMMUNICATION

& VOCABULARY

Nationally, 25% of students arrive to secondary school with reading ages below the expected standard of
11 years old. However, in Oasis academies the picture is even starker. More than 20% of our Year 7s arrive
to us with reading ages below the age of 9, signalling difficulties not only with language comprehension,
but also with the skills required for word recognition. Therefore, our local literacy offer includes both word
recognition and language comprehension interventions to support students to close gaps in their reading
comprehension skills and catch up and keep up with their peers.

The Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill local literacy offer:

As part of our Academy literacy strategy, we utilise the following intervention strategies:

Success Criteria for completion of

Wave Intervention Who is this for? L .
this intervention

High percentage rate of completion

NGRT All
95%+

Disciplinary literacy
The OCL curriculum approach to
teaching reading, writing, oracy
and vocabulary in every subject

EOY NGRT shows progress on
All Students average in comparison to the
baseline.
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area. See DRIVE lever 1, 2 and 4
for more details.

A whole school reading support
strategy for 2025-2026. Sparx
Reader is an online programme
designed to improve reading
fluency, reading comprehension
and engagement.

To be set as HW for all students.
Usage is tracked weekly by the
literacy lead and shared with all
English staff and HOY.

Year 7-11 students
will complete this for
homework.

Students’ progress will be monitored
on a termly basis and once students
are in line with the chronological
reading age, then they will be
removed from the programme and
in class intervention will begin to
take place.

DEAR once a week in tutor to
promote reading fluency through
guided reading of age-
appropriate, fiction texts.

All students

EOQY NGRT shows progress on
average in comparison to the
baseline.

Small Group comprehension
‘Reciprocal Reading’ intervention

Students in Year 7-10
with a SAS between
99-80

Students’ progress will be monitored
on a bi-annual basis and once
students are in line with their

chronological reading age, they will

be removed from the programme

and in class intervention will begin
to take place.

Reading Buddies

Students in Year 7-8

supported by highest

reading age students

in Year 10 and 9 read
in pairs.

Students’ progress will be monitored
on a termly basis and once students
are in line with the chronological
reading age, then they will be
removed from the programme and
in class intervention will begin to
take place.

Fresh Starts Phonics and
diagnostic assessment.
Taught 1:1 with a trained phonics
specialist.

Students who have a
reading age below 9
and do not pass the
diagnostic
assessment.

Students will be retested in the
penultimate week of every half -
term. If students complete the
diagnostic assessment, they will

then be placed on RB.
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DRIVE Area 4: Vocabulary

Tier 2 Vocabulary:

Students have explicit and robust teaching of the most versatile and high-leverage vocabulary in all
curriculum areas and during tutor time once a week (Year 7-10), with application to core concepts of
knowledge. Repetition of this vocabulary requires students to recall and re-use prior knowledge to create
links with new information. Staff support students to learn and to use academic and complex vocabulary
and apply it appropriately in their academic expression; staff encourage students to become eloquent
individuals who are able to decode a variety of formal texts and utilise extensive vocabulary in their
writing.

Direct Vocabulary Instruction:

PURPOSE:

Research highlights that one of the most significant contributors to the progress gap between students is
the vocabulary deficit created in students before they even start their formal education. The English
department is committed to closing the vocabulary gap and does this by ensuring that DVl is a significant
part of every unit taught,

STRUCTURE & PEDAGOGY:

J To introduce words over time systematically
. To provide examples and non-examples
. To include definitions that are precise and student-friendly

(https://www.collinsdictionary.com/ - ‘Cobuild’)

. To provide opportunities for students to practise
) To provide opportunities for student to explore word meanings
APPLICATION:

Students are provided with a Versatile Vocabulary list as a minimum expectation of words that must be
taught and learned. This list is supplemented with additional vocabulary that is pertinent to the content of
the lesson itself. When a new word is introduced, a Collins Cobuild dictionary definition is provided to
ensure that definitions are consistent across classes and that there is no ambiguity.

18



New words are presented in a consistent format:

Shrewd Someone shrewd is clever; they can |It was a shrewd decision
(adjective) |understand things quickly and easily |because it helped him in
the long-term

After a new word is introduced, students are given multiple and sometimes sentence stems for turn-and-
talk, before writing opportunities, to utilise it so that it becomes embedded.

Which sentence describes someone who is shrewd?

1. After speaking to lots of witnesses and asking lots of peaple for their
opinion, she realised they were hiding something from her

2. She was fooled by all of them; she didn’t realise they were hiding
something

{@She quickly realised that they had been hiding something from her

Meena was shrewd when... but... because...

Versatile Vocabulary- ‘Word of the Week’

Year 7-10 tutor groups to learn and apply cross curricular versatile vocabulary, once a week during ‘The Week
Ahead’. Tutors re-teach core vocabulary by bringing it to life with real life examples to support student
understanding. Versatile vocabulary not only allows students to develop a catalogue of tier 2 vocabulary to
apply universally but also provides them with a range of grammatical sentence structures, which allows them
to write more extensively across the curriculum. Tutors ensure that versatile vocabulary teaching is are
challenging, yet supportive through:

Vocabulary Instruction

e We use choral response to ensure students | “I say ..., you say...”
};) know how to pronounce words. “l say ..., you say...”
) K\‘<?-( e We provide definitions and real-life “..means..”
examples students can understand. “For example...”

e We ask MCQs to check for understanding- | MCQ = “3-2-1 show me”.
using “3-2-1 show me”.

“Today we are going to apply
) Explicitly Teaching Sentence Structures vocabulary in sentences using
)) e Explain the purpose of different sentence because...”

stems by explaining “what it does”. “We use ‘because’ to help us
@. explain our ideas clearly”

L. “Using the vocabulary and
Independent Application ,
] ) sentence structures we’ve
e Guide students to write/ turn and talk the
) ) - learnt and the examples
word in a sentence, using specified , .
Y ] we’ve discussed, complete

grammatical sentence structures.

the sentences on the board”
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Versatile Vocabulary- Lists

Cross-Curricular Versatile Vocabulary Y7

Exploring patterns and making connections within and between subjects

Something concrete is definite, solid and real.

concrete

abstract

Something abstract is not physical; based on ideas.

If something increases or you increase it, it becomes
greater in number, level, or amount.

increase

decrease

When something decreases or when you decrease it, it
becomes less in quantity, size, or intensity.

Contemporary things are modern and relate to the present
time.
Contemporary people or things were alive or happened at
the same time as something else you are talking about.

contemporary

traditional

Traditional customs, beliefs, or methods are ones that
have existed for a long time without changing.

If something confirms what you believe, suspect, or fear,
it shows that it is definitely true.

confirm

refute

If you refute an argument, accusation, or theory, you
prove that it is wrong or untrue.

If you describe an activity as frenetic, you mean that it
is fast and energetic, but rather uncontrolled.

frenetic

tranquil

Something that is tranquil is calm and peaceful.

Something intermittent happens every so often.

intermittent

perpetual

Something perpetual never ends or changes.

If something catalyses a thing or a situation, it makes
it active.

catalyse

impede

If you impede someone or something, you make their
movement, development, or progress difficult.

An abundance of something is a large quantity of it.

abundance

lack

If there is a lack of something, there is not enough of it
or it does not exist at all.

Something that is detrimental to something else has a
harmful or damaging effect on it.

detrimental

beneficial

Something that is beneficial helps or improves a person
or situation.

.Something that is innocuous is not at all harmful
or offensive.

innocuous

toxic

A toxic substance is poisonous.

If you describe someone as fickle, you disapprove of them
because they keep changing their mind about what they
like or want.

fickle

steadfast

If someone is steadfast in something that they are
doing, they are convinced that what they are doing is
right and they refuse to change it or to give up.

If you malign someone,
you say unpleasant and untrue things about them.

malign

venerate

If you venerate someone or something, you value them
or feel great respect for them.

Something permanent lasts forever.

permanent

ephemeral

Something ephemeral lasts for a short time; it is
temporary.

If someone or something reinforces a feeling or situation, it
makes it stronger.

reinforce

transgress

If someone transgresses, they break or go against a
moral law or a rule of behaviour.

A moral person behaves in a way that is believed by most
people to be good and right.

moral

immoral

If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral,
their behaviour is wrong.

If two lines, two objects, or two lines of movement
are parallel, they are the same distance apart along
their whole length.

parallel

perpendicular

A perpendicular line
or surface points straight up, rather than
being sloping or horizontal.

If you describe someone as credulous, they believe what
people tell them and are gullible.

credulous

duplicitous

Someone who is duplicitous lies and is two-faced.

The interior of something or someone is its inside.

interior

exterior

The exterior of someone or something is its outside.

Someone innocent has no knowledge of the more
unpleasant aspects of life.

innocent

corrupt

Someone who is corrupt behaves in a way that is wrong,
often in return for power.

Something that is inferior is not as good as something else.

inferior to

superior to

Something that is superior is better or more important
than something else..

To oppress people means to treat them cruelly, or to
prevent them from having the
same opportunities, freedom, and benefits as others.

oppress

liberate

To liberate someone from something means
to help them escape from it or overcome it,
and lead a better way of life.

If you say that someone trivialises something important,
you disapprove of them because they make it seem less
important, serious, and complex than it is.

trivialise

exaggerate

If you exaggerate, you indicate that something is,
for example, worse or more important than it really is.

A taciturn person does not say very much and
can seem unfriendly.

taciturn

verbose

If you describe a person or a piece of writing as verbose,

you are critical of them because they use more words
than are necessary, and so make
you feel bored or annoyed.

Compassion is a feeling of pity, sympathy,
and understanding for someone who is suffering.

compassion

callousness

A callous person or action is very cruel and shows no
concern for other people or their feelings.

If you say that someone is fastidious, you mean that
they pay great attention to detail because they like
everything to be very neat, accurate, and in good order.

fastidious

blasé

If you describe someone as blasé, you mean that they
are not easily impressed, excited, or worried by things,
usually because they have seen or experienced them
before.

If you describe an action, rule, or decision as arbitrary,
you think that it is not based on any principle, plan, or
system.

arbitrary

rational

Rational decisions and thoughts are based on
reason rather than on emotion.
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If you describe an action or decision as judicious,
you approve of it because you think that it shows good
judgment and sense.

judicious

rash

. If someone is rash or does rash things, they act
without thinking carefully first, and therefore
make mistakes or behave foolishly.

If you describe something as banal, you do not like
it because you think that that it is dull and boring.

banal

idiosyncratic

If you describe someone or something as idiosyncratic,
you mean that it is unusual.

Homogeneous is used to describe a group or thing which
has members or parts that are all the same.

homogeneous

heterogeneous

A heterogeneous group consists of many different types
of things or people.

Something that is finite has a fixed size or end.

finite

infinite

Something that is infinite lasts forever; it has no end.
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If an event is inevitable, it is definitely going to happen.

inevitable

preventable

If something is preventable, it can be stopped.

Discord is disagreement (Discordant — adjective)

discord

harmony

If people are living in harmony with each other, they are
living together peacefully rather than fighting or
Arguing with each other.

Harmony is the pleasant combination of different notes of
music played at the same time.

Ruled or controlled by men
(Patriarchy — noun)

patriarchal

matriarchal

Ruled or controlled by women
(Matriarchy — noun)

If you describe something as vulgar, you think it is
in bad taste or of poor artistic quality.

vulgar

inoffensive

If you describe someone or something as inoffensive, you
mean that they are not unpleasant or unacceptable in any
way, but are perhaps rather dull..

Something, especially something bad, that is pervasive is
present or felt throughout a place or thing.

pervasive

incomprehensible

Something that is incomprehensible is impossible to
understand.

To be in turmoil is to be in a state of great
disturbance, confusion, or uncertainty.
(Tumultuous — adjective)

turmaoil

tranquillity

A state of quietness and calm.

If you say that someone is sincere, you approve of them
because they really mean the things they say. You
can also describe someone's behaviour and beliefs as sincere.

sincere

duplicitous

Someone who is duplicitous is deceitful.

A duality is a situation in which
two opposite ideas or feelings exist at the same time.

duality

constancy

Constancy is the quality of staying the same even though other
things change.

To objectify someone or something is to treat it like an object.

objectify

respect

If you respect someone, you have a good opinion of
their character or ideas.

If you say that someone is defiant, you mean they
show aggression or independence by refusing to obey someone.

defiant

compliant

If you say that someone is compliant, you mean they willingly
do what they are asked to do.

Potency is the power and influence that a person,
action, idea or substance has to affect or change something
else.

potency

impotency

If someone feels impotent, they feel that they have no power
to influence people or events.

If you describe something as idyllic, you mean that it
is extremely pleasant, simple, and peaceful without
any difficulties or dangers.

idyllic

traumatic

A traumatic experience is very shocking and upsetting, and
may cause psychological damage.

Something permanent lasts forever.

permanent

ephemeral

Something ephemeral lasts for a short time; it is temporary.

If someone or something reinforces a feeling or situation, it
makes it stronger.

reinforce

transgress

If someone transgresses, they break or go against a moral law
or a rule of behaviour.

A moral person behaves in a way that is believed by most people
to be good and right.

moral

immoral

If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral, their
behaviour is wrong.

If you are enchanted by something, it is like you are under a
spell; transfixed.

enchanted

repulsed

If you are repulsed by something, you think that it
is horrible and disgusting and you want to avoid it.

If you preserve a situation or condition, you make sure that
it remains as it is, and does not change or end.

preserve

destroy

To destroy something means to cause so much damage to it
that it is completely ruined or does not exist any more.

A sanctuary is a place where people who are in danger from
other people can go to be safe.

sanctuary

penance

If you do penance for something wrong that you have done,
you do something that you find unpleasant to show that you
are sorry..

Something that is auspicious indicates that success is likely.

auspicious

inauspicious

An inauspicious event is one that
gives signs that success is unlikely.

Visceral feelings are feelings that you feel very deeply
and find it difficult to control or ignore, and that are not the
result of thought.

visceral

considered

A considered opinion or act is the result of careful thought.

Reverence for someone or something is a feeling
of great respect for them.

reverence

scorn

If you treat someone or something with scorn,
you show contempt or hatred for them.

If you conserve a supply of something, you use it carefully so
that it lasts for a long time.

To conserve something means to protect it from harm, loss, or
change.

conserve

deplete

To deplete a stock or amount of something means to reduce it.
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You use constant to describe something that happens all the
time or is always there.

constant

variable

Something that is variable changes quite often, and there
usually seems to be no fixed pattern to these changes.

If you are sceptical about something, you have doubts about it.

sceptical

assured

Someone who is assured is very confident and relaxed.

If something is assured, it is certain to happen.

If you can discern something, you are aware of it and know what
itis.

If you describe someone as discerning, you mean that they are
able to judge which things of a particular kind are good and
which are bad.

Discernl[ing]

ignorant

If you describe someone as ignorant, you mean that they do
not know things they should know. If someone
is ignorant of a fact, they do not know it.

If you describe an action, rule, or decision as arbitrary,
you think that it is not based on any principle, plan, or system.

arbitrary

rational

Rational decisions and thoughts are based on
reason rather than on emotion.

Something that is finite has a fixed size or end.

finite

infinite

Something that is infinite lasts forever; it has no end.
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If an event is inevitable, it is definitely going to happen.

inevitable

preventable

If something is preventable, it can be stopped.

Discord is disagreement (Discordant — adjective)

discord

harmony

If people are living in harmony with each other, they are
living together peacefully rather than fighting or
Arguing with each other.

Harmony is the pleasant combination of different notes of
music played at the same time.

Ruled or controlled by men
(Patriarchy — noun)

patriarchal

matriarchal

Ruled or controlled by women
(Matriarchy —noun)

If you describe something as vulgar, you think it is
in bad taste or of poor artistic quality.

vulgar

inoffensive

If you describe someone or something as inoffensive, you
mean that they are not unpleasant or unacceptable in any
way, but are perhaps rather dull..

Something, especially something bad, that is pervasive is
present or felt throughout a place or thing.

pervasive

incomprehensible

Something that is incomprehensible is impossible to
understand.

To be in turmoil is to be in a state of great
disturbance, confusion, or uncertainty.
(Tumultuous — adjective)

turmoil

tranquillity

A state of quietness and calm.

If you say that someone is sincere, you approve of them
because they really mean the things they say. You
can also describe someone's behaviour and beliefs as sincere.

sincere

duplicitous

Someone who is duplicitous is deceitful.

A duality is a situation in which
two opposite ideas or feelings exist at the same time.

duality

constancy

Constancy is the quality of staying the same even though other
things change.

To objectify someone or something is to treat it like an object.

objectify

respect

If you respect someone, you have a good opinion of
their character or ideas.

If you say that someone is defiant, you mean they
show aggression or independence by refusing to obey someone.

defiant

compliant

If you say that someone is compliant, you mean they willingly
do what they are asked to do.

Potency is the power and influence that a person,
action, idea or substance has to affect or change something
else.

potency

impotency

If someone feels impotent, they feel that they have no power
to influence people or events.

If you describe something as idyllic, you mean that it
is extremely pleasant, simple, and peaceful without
any difficulties or dangers.

idyllic

traumatic

A traumatic experience is very shocking and upsetting, and
may cause psychological damage.

Something permanent lasts forever.

permanent

ephemeral

Something ephemeral lasts for a short time; it is temporary.

If someone or something reinforces a feeling or situation, it
makes it stronger.

reinforce

transgress

If someone transgresses, they break or go against a moral law
or a rule of behaviour.

A moral person behaves in a way that is believed by most people
to be good and right.

moral

immoral

If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral, their
behaviour is wrong.

If you are enchanted by something, it is like you are under a
spell; transfixed.

enchanted

repulsed

If you are repulsed by something, you think that it
is horrible and disgusting and you want to avoid it.

If you preserve a situation or condition, you make sure that
it remains as it is, and does not change or end.

preserve

destroy

To destroy something means to cause so much damage to it
that it is completely ruined or does not exist any more.

A sanctuary is a place where people who are in danger from
other people can go to be safe.

sanctuary

penance

If you do penance for something wrong that you have done,
you do something that you find unpleasant to show that you
are sorry..

Something that is auspicious indicates that success is likely.

auspicious

inauspicious

An inauspicious event is one that
gives signs that success is unlikely.

Visceral feelings are feelings that you feel very deeply
and find it difficult to control or ignore, and that are not the
result of thought.

visceral

considered

A considered opinion or act is the result of careful thought.
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https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/approve
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/really
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/also
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/behaviour
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/belief
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deceitful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opposite
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/idea
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feeling
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/stay
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/even
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opinion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/character
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/idea
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aggression
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/independence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refuse
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/obey
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ask
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/influence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/idea
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/affect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feel
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/influence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/extremely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/simple
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/peaceful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficulty
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/shock
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/upset
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/psychological
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/think
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/horrible
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disgust
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/want
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/avoid
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sure
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/remain
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/damage
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/exist
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/danger
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/go
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/safe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/wrong
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/find
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/show
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sorry
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/success
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/likely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sign
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/success
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unlikely
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feeling
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feel
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/find
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficult
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ignore
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/thought
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opinion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/careful

Reverence for someone or something is a feeling
of great respect for them.

reverence

scorn

If you treat someone or something with scorn,
you show contempt or hatred for them.

If you conserve a supply of something, you use it carefully so
that it lasts for a long time.

To conserve something means to protect it from harm, loss, or
change.

conserve

deplete

To deplete a stock or amount of something means to reduce it.

You use constant to describe something that happens all the
time or is always there.

constant

variable

Something that is variable changes quite often, and there
usually seems to be no fixed pattern to these changes.

If you are sceptical about something, you have doubts about it.

sceptical

assured

Someone who is assured is very confident and relaxed.

If something is assured, it is certain to happen.

If you can discern something, you are aware of it and know what

If you describe someone as discerning, you mean that they are
able to judge which things of a particular kind are good and

itis.

which are bad.

Discernl[ing]

ignorant

If you describe someone as ignorant, you mean that they do
not know things they should know. If someone
is ignorant of a fact, they do not know it.

If you describe an action, rule, or decision as arbitrary,
you think that it is not based on any principle, plan, or system.

arbitrary

rational

Rational decisions and thoughts are based on
reason rather than on emotion.

Something that is finite has a fixed size or end.

finite

infinite

Something that is infinite lasts forever; it has no end.

K54 Cross-Curricular Versatile Vocabulary
Respect, honour Venerate Mahgn Abuse, disrespect
Believable, . . Misleading, not true,
relisble Credible Deceptive fare
Encrmaous, . . e
never-ending, Infinite Finite Lirnited, restricted
aried, different, Het H Uniform, the same,
mixed elerogeneous omogeneous consistent
v e Beneficial Detrimental Harmful, unhelpful
To make . e To maks weaker,
stronger, support Relnforce DImInlSh reduce
Follow, respect Obey Transgress G0 sezinss bresk
Meeded, .
important Essential Superfluous Not needed, extra
Agreesble, . Out of place,
compatible Harmonious Incongruous inappropriate
i Lasting for a short
Lasting forever Permanent Ephemeral time, temporary
Show
N Hide, keep secret,
communicste, Convey Conceal ‘uporess
Compare,
R - . . Separate, tell the
.|d,2nt.|f.y REIate Dlﬂ—erentlate difference, contrast
similarities
Expand Reduce to the
™ Elaborate Simplify esseniels o mos
Make more Make something
dramatic, Exaggerate Trivialise insignificant or
significant unimportant
Modern, latest iy Well-established,
version Contemporaw Tradltlonal old-fashicned

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Subject specific tier 3 vocabulary can be found
mapped across Yr7-11 for core, EBacc and
aligned open subjects as part of the OCL

curriculum
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https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/great
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/show
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/supply
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/last
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mean
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/stock
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/quite
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/seem
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fix
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pattern
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/doubt
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/assure
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/confident
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/relax
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/happen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aware
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/know
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/discern
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/judge
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/kind
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bad
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mean
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/know
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fact
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decision
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/think
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/principle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/plan
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decision
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/base
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rather
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/emotion

DRIVE Area 5: Enjoyment Through Literacy

Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill Reading Pledge

1. All students will be exposed to a range of books from diverse authors: women, minority
backgrounds, non-Eurocentric.

All students will read at least one 19th century text in their time at Lord’s Hill.

All students will read three Shakespeare plays in their time at Lord’s Hill.

All students will read a book from our ePlatform_in their time at Lord’s Hill.

All Students will be given access to a well organised and encouraging sanctuary of reading.
All students will read a book a year during tutor time.

o vk wnN

Library:

Mr Hickman, the school librarian, has created an incredibly welcoming and encouraging environment in
the library. Our next step is to ensure that this is being used as a sanctuary for reading.

Tutor time: We have developed a schedule whereby, each week, a different tutor group will visit the
library and be introduced to the schedule and the offering.

Social time: | propose to create a schedule wherein once a day, students have a quiet place to come and
read. He library will only be open for students and staff who are wanting to read during break time. During
lunch time, games and discussion can take place, but at break time, students must be reading.

Book Buzz:
Every Year 7 and Year 8 receives a free book through the Book Buzz programme- they got to choose from a

selection and were then rewarded with Fab4 tickets upon completion of their book, if they wrote a mini

review.

Get Caught Reading:

Every time a child is caught reading, they are given a Fab4 ticket.

ePlatform:

Alongside our physical library, we also have the use of ePlatform, an online library, which gives students
access to over 2500 audiobooks and eBooks. Usage has increased significantly over the last term.

Tutor time reading:
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TUTOR LESSON PROGRAMME )

| Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday |

Student Bulletin
Computer Science
Admin
Student Bulletin
Computer Science Reading Assembly Reading
Admin
Student Bullatin
Computer Science Assembly Reading
Admin

D@1

Student Bulletin
Assembly Religious Education Religious Education Reading
Admin
Intervention
Assembly Intervention Religious Education Religious Education

Student Bulletin (email)

Suggested reading List:

to be paired with praise and rewards if completed.

Recommended Reading List

KS3

Journey to the River Sea
Sent in 1910 to live with distant relatives who own a rubber plantation along the Amazon River,
English orphan Maia is excited. She believes she is in for brightly coloured macaws, enormous
butterflies, and "curtains of sweetly scented orchids trailing from the trees." Her British
classmates warn her of man-eating alligators and wild, murderous Indians. Unfortunately, no
one cautions Maia about her nasty, xenophobic cousins, who douse the house in bug spray and
forbid her from venturing beyond their coiffed compound. Maia, however, is resourceful
enough to find herself smack in the middle of more excitement than she ever imagined, from a
mysterious "Indian" with an inheritance, to an itinerant actor dreading his impending
adolescence, to a remarkable journey down the Amazon in search of the legendary giant sloth.

Bridge to Terabithia
less Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner in the fifth grade.
And he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The two become fast
friends and spend most days in the woods behind Leslie's house, where they invent an
enchanted land called Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia without Jess and a
tragedy occurs.

The Hunger Games Series
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards
the annual televised Hunger Games as a death sentence when she steps forward to take her
sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before — and survival, for her, is
second nature. She becomes a contender. If she is to win, she will have to start making choices
that weight survival against humanity and life against love.
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BIRD

STEPHEN KELMAN

PIGEON,
ENGLISH

~

Recommended Reading List

KS4

To Kill a Mockingbird

The Giver

community.

Pigeon English

fast on the trail of a murderer.

A black man is falsely charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout
and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes
to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. The conscience of a town steeped in
prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice.

But the weight of history will only tolerate so much.

The haunting story centres on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if
colourless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the
Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile

Dying in front of Harrison Opoku is the body of one of his classmates, a boy known for his crazy
basketball skills, who seems to have been murdered for his dinner. Armed with a pair of
camouflage binoculars and detective techniques absorbed from television shows like CSI, Harri
and his best friend, Dean, plot to bring the perpetrator to justice. They gather evidence and lay
traps to flush out the murderer. But nothing can prepare them for what happens when a
criminal feels you closing in on him. Recently emigrated from Ghana with his sister and mother
to London’s enormous housing projects, Harri is pure curiosity and ebullience, a friend to the
pigeon who visits his balcony, quite possibly the fastest runner in his school, and clearly also

Additional Reading List to complement the curriculum:

English has been completed, but not all subjects.

The foundations of society: making rules, stories and patterns

Myths + Antigone

Abrahamic Bible Stories + Beowulf

A Wrinkle in Time

Rani and Sukh — Bali Rai
Oh My Gods — Alexandra Sheppard

The Knife of Never Letting Go —
Patrick Ness

Bone Sparrow — Zana Frailllon

Children of Blood and Bone — Tomi
Adeyemi

Year 8

Questioning the foundations of society: questioning rules, stories and patterns

Welcome to Nowhere —
Elizabeth Laird

The Boy at the Back of the
Class — Onjali Q. Rauf

Chinglish — Sue Cheung

Romeo and Juliet

William Blake poetry

Things Fall Apart

Noughts and Crosses — Malorie
Blackman

Pride — Ibi Zoboi

Everything Everything — Nicola
Yoon

Binti — Nnedi Okorafor

The Hate U Give — Angie
Thomas

The Effigies — Sarah Raughley

26



Liccle Bit — Alex Wheatle

Long Way Down — Jason Reynolds

Every Day — David Leviathan

Stay a little longer — Bali Rai

Akata Witch — Nnedi Okorafor

Homeboys — Alex Wheatle

Fighting against the foundations of society: fighting against rules, stories and patterns

Othello

The Harlem Renaissance

Anita and Me

Natives: Race and Class in the
Ruins of Empire by Akala

Buried beneath the baobab tree-
Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani

Small Island — Andrea Levy

Becoming Billie Holiday — Carole
Boston Weatherford

Harlem Summer — Walter Dean
Myers

Does My Head Look Big in This? -
Randa Abdel-Fattah

Legend — Marie Lu
The Belles — Dhonielle Clayton
Becoming Dinah — Kit de Waal

The Hunger Games — Suzanna
Collins
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