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Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill currently offers GCSE Modern Foreign Language 
qualifications through the following examination boards: AQA and Pearson Edexcel 

 
Conducting MFL speaking tests 

 
The speaking tests must be conducted within the window timetabled by each 

examination board. This window is typically between April and May each exam 

series. All tests must be recorded and a complete unedited audio recording for each 

student dispatched as instructed by each Awarding Body. 

 
The individual conducting the speaking test must ensure that everything which is 

said to the student during the test is clearly audible on the recording; nothing should 

be whispered. At no time should any other communication, apart from that involved 

in the test itself, take place between the individual conducting the test and the 

student. 

 

The recording equipment must not be stopped or paused during the recording of the 

test, including after the recording of the candidate details at the start of the test, 

except in an emergency. Non-compliance with this instruction may result in an 

investigation by the Awarding Body. 

 
The materials in the speaking tests must be treated as confidential. 

 

The individual conducting the test may not refer to or disclose the confidential 

content of any of the role-plays and photo card in any electronic communications 

during the test window (or preparation time) at all, including in emails to Awarding 

Bodies and in social media contexts, including closed groups. They may not discuss 

the confidential content of the material or share information about the assessment 

material in any way, including in person or on the internet or via social media. They 

must not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice in any part of the 

assessment or discuss the assessment with anyone who has not yet taken the 

assessment. 

 
Qualifications offered at Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill 

 

French is currently delivered at this Centre as part of our standard curriculum offer. 

Speaking tests will be conducted by the class teacher. 

 
Additional community languages are also examined at this Centre but do not form 

part of the taught curriculum. Speaking tests for such community languages are 

conducted by a class teacher employed by the Centre wherever possible, competent 

in the language being examined. 

 

Speaking tests cannot be conducted by a relative of a student unless the relative is a 

member of the teaching staff at the school. If a member of staff is a relative of a 



student entered for the test, then the school must notify the examination board of this 
potential conflict of interest. Failure to comply with this requirement will constitute 

malpractice. 

 
If a speaking test is to be conducted by someone who is not a member of the 

school’s teaching staff, and the examination board being used is AQA, permission to 

do this must be requested from the examination board and received in advance of 

the tests taking place. Examples of potential teacher-examiners are private tutors or 

teachers from community schools or organisations. Responsibility for the 

arrangements for a speaking test to be conducted by someone who is not a member 

of the school’s teaching staff lies with the Head of Centre, who will agree to several 

conditions set out by the Awarding Body. Information will be provided by the 

Awarding Body regarding the arrangements for the preparation of the confidential 

examination material and how this must be managed. 

 

If a speaking test is to be conducted by someone who is not a member of the 

school’s teaching staff, and the examination board being used is Pearson Edexcel, 

permission to do this need not be requested from the examination board. That 

individual would be made fully familiar with the specification, the requirements and 

conduct of the speaking assessment and its administration. They must have a current 

DBS certificate which would need to be provided before admission to the Centre, 

and thereafter they would need to be supervised in the Centre at all times, in 

accordance with the Centre’s safeguarding policies. 

 
Before beginning the testing process any individual who is not a member of the 

school’s teaching staff who has been engaged to conduct the speaking test would 

need to read and sign this policy document. 


