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OUR LOCAL OFFER 
HOW WE SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND) 
 
How does Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill support students who have SEND? 

• High quality teaching, tailored for the specific needs of individual students, is the first step in responding to 
students who have or may have SEND 

• In the core subjects (English, Maths and Science), the Academy sets students by ability to ensure that less able 
students are taught in smaller classes with increased adult support 

• Parents are informed if their child is receiving additional support at parent/teacher consultation meetings 
• If a student has a Statement of SEN or an Education Health & Care Plan, parents will receive full details of their 

child’s specific support and interventions through the annual review process 
 

However, in spite of high quality, differentiated teaching, it may become clear that some students need increased levels 
of provision and support. We are able to offer the following: 
 

Type of support 
provision 

What this would mean for your child Students who can get this kind of 
support 

In-class support 
from a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant 
(HLTA) or SEND 
keyworker. 

HLTA and SEND keyworkers support the delivery of personalised 
lessons by ensuring that the strategies recommended by the SEND 
Lead Professional are fully implemented in class. 
They ensure that target students meet their lesson objectives. 

Those with a statement of SEN or an 
EHC Plan, where it is necessary in order 
to meet objectives. 
Other students with SEND who require 
additional staff support to meet lesson 
objectives. 

Study Club Daily after school provision based in our library supported by 
our librarian and English team, focussing on homework study, 
revision and preparation for exams. 

KS4 students who are underachieving 
in curriculum areas. KS3 students who 
need additional support to organise and 
complete homework tasks. 

Step Up to English 
and Maths 

Extra core lessons focussing on improving attainment and exam 
readiness in English and Maths. 

Year 11 students with additional 
needs who are working below age 
appropriate levels. 

Literacy Intervention We run a range of literacy interventions aimed at students with 
significant reading, writing, spelling and comprehension difficulties. 
Progress is closely monitored through termly 
assessment. 

Those students who fulfil the entry 
criteria based on their assessment data 
of reading, spelling and general 
progress levels. 

Phonics 
intervention Y7 and 
Y8 

Students with a reading age below 9 years complete a 12 week 
intensive Ruth Miskin Phonics course to increase their reading ability. 
This intervention is informed by Accelerated Reader progress on a 
termly basis. 

Y7 and Y8 students with a reading age 
below 9 years. 

Speech and 
Language Support 

External speech and language schools’ assistants carry out 
assessments, set targets, deliver interventions and review progress. 
This is overseen by a link Speech Therapist 
from the local authority. 

Students presenting speech, language 
or communication needs. 

Emotional Literacy 
Intervention 

An Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) is allocated to the 
student who is assessed in the five key areas of emotional literacy: 
self-esteem, social skills, self-regulation, motivation and empathy. A 
programme is tailored to address the needs identified through 
assessment. Referral is through the DPE. 

Students who show patterns of 
disengagement and low morale; for 
example a lack of confidence affecting 
academic progress, an inability to 
regulate their actions which has a 
detrimental effect on them and their 
surroundings. 

Counselling In-house confidential counselling support. Students displaying a wide range of 
emotional and mental health difficulties. 

KS3 intervention Students are withdrawn from class temporarily and work in small 
groups to address gaps in basic skills as well as to deliver therapeutic 
intervention to support social, emotional and behavioural difficulties, 
and develop relationships with peers and staff. The aim is to 
reintegrate students in to 
mainstream lessons as soon as possible. 

Students with the highest level of need 
who may be working below expected 
levels in core subjects and who have 
other complex needs. 

Alternative 
Provision 

Specialist off site provision for students with extensive 
emotional and behavioural difficulties. 
Short and long term placements are available. 

Students with a high level of need, 
particularly those with social, 
emotional and mental health 
difficulties. 



How is the curriculum matched to individual students’ needs? 
• Each student’s learning is planned by their subject teachers and is differentiated (set at the correct level) to ensure 

the student’s individual needs are fully met. This may include additional focused support by the teacher or 
HLTA/LSA as part of a teaching strategy designed to maximise progress. 

• HLTAs or LSA may be allocated to work with the student in a 1:1 or small focus group to target more 
specific needs. 

• If appropriate, specialist resources may be given to the student; for example, writing slopes, coloured overlays, pen 
grips or easy to use scissors. 

 
How will parents know how their child is doing? 

• In Years 7-10 parents are formally invited to discuss their child’s progress once a year. In Year 11, parents are 
formally invited to the Academy twice a year. Year 7 parents are also invited to attend a ‘settling in’ evening in the 
first half term. 

• Academic progress, attendance and behaviour information reports are sent home three times a year. 
• Every student has a Student Planner for parents and staff to use to communicate about celebrations or concerns. 

 
How can the Academy help parents to support their child’s learning? 

• Subject teachers may suggest ways of supporting students’ learning through messages written to parents in the 
Student Planner, personally, by phone/email or at Parents’ Evenings. 

• The SEND Lead Professional or other member of the Inclusion team may meet with parents to discuss how to 
support their child, if this is appropriate. 

• If outside agencies have been involved with a student, they may provide ideas and suggestions that can be used at 
school and at home. 

 
What support will there be for students’ overall well-being? 

• The Academy offers a range of pastoral and inclusion support for students who are experiencing emotional 
difficulties at any time. 

• Each year group is supported by a Pastoral Leader. 
• Some students may attend bespoke counselling sessions, individual mentoring or emotional literacy intervention. 
• Appropriate curriculum provision from inclusive staff underpins the social and emotional wellbeing of the students. 
• ‘Social, Moral, Cultural and Spiritual’ activities are identified on the Medium Term Planning for each subject. 
• Achievement and success is regularly celebrated through the use of Praise Postcards, Praise Assemblies and the 

Vivo Reward System. 
 
Students with medical needs 

• If a student has a medical need they will have a Health Care Plan which is compiled in consultation with parents. 
The plan is discussed with all staff who are involved with the student. 

• Designated staff receive regular Epipen, diabetes and asthma training delivered by the school nurse. 
• Where required by families, prescribed medicines are administered in school with signed parental consent and with 

medicines in the original packaging. 
 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the Academy? 
At times it may be necessary to consult with outside agencies to receive specialist expertise. The agencies used by the 
school include: 

 
• Educational Psychology 
• CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) 
• Social Care 
• Speech & Language Therapy 
• Specialist Teacher Advisors for the Visually and Hearing Impaired 
• Family Engagement Workers 
• Specialist Careers Advice 

 
What is the training provision for staff supporting children and young people with SEND? 

• All our Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTAs) and Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) have received wide 
ranging relevant training in the four key areas of SEND: Cognition and Learning, Communication and Interaction, 
Social Emotional and Mental Health difficulties and Sensory/Physical disabilities. 

• Each week SEND staff meetings are used in part for training purposes. 
• All staff attend the weekly staff professional development meetings. 
• Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is monitored by the Associate Principal and is targeted at identified 

areas in order to meet the objectives of the Academy Development Plan and address staff appraisal needs. 



• All staff undergo yearly appraisal procedures which identify training needs; interim meetings are conducted to 
ensure targets are on track. 

• Whole staff SEND training is organised for INSET days and the SEND Lead Professional delivers regular training 
sessions about all aspects of SEND. 

• Where a student has particularly complex needs, the SEND Lead Professional delivers information at an additional 
group briefing with all of the students’ teachers present. 

• Key information about students’ barriers and their recommended support strategies are disseminated to teachers in 
a Student Profile compiled by the SEND Lead Professional. 

 
How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including Educational Visits? 

• All students are eligible to participate in activities, events and educational visits 
• Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all students to fully participate. 

 
How accessible is the school environment? 

• Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill endeavours to pursue the principles of inclusion at all times by providing all students 
with an education that allows them to achieve, progress and be happy. 

• Equality of Opportunity means that physical barriers are removed and adjustments made so that all students with 
disabilities, such as being in a wheelchair, having sight or hearing impairments, autism spectrum disorder, ADHD 
or with any other special needs, can be supported to access opportunities and activities that they can benefit from. 

• Good staffing ratios at the Academy enable access to a greater range of activities and facilities. 
 
How will Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill prepare and support students when joining the Academy or transferring to 
a new provision? 
We understand that changing schools can be stressful for some students and therefore we aim to make the 
transition process successful through the following: 

 
• Before starting in September, Year 6 students visit the Academy to take part in an induction programme. 

Students identified with SEND take part in a series of extra workshops to support their transition. 
• The SEND Lead Professional visits feeder primary schools to discuss students with SEND and gather 

information about their needs. The SEND Lead Professional is also available to meet parents before their child 
starts at the Academy. 

• Students who join the Academy as a mid-year transfer visit us before starting. They complete baseline 
assessments and have a comprehensive tour of the building, meeting key staff. When joining they will be 
allocated a buddy who is in the same tutor group. The buddy will help them settle in during their first few 
weeks. 

• To support a student leaving Lord’s Hill to join another secondary school, we ensure all relevant information 
is shared. 

• During Year 11, the SEND team support students with their applications for College, apprenticeships or employment 
opportunities. Where necessary, students are accompanied on visits and supported during this important transition. 
The SEND Lead Professional liaises with the learning support coordinators at college to ensure that the students’ 
needs are understood. 

 
How are the Academy’s resources allocated and matched to students’ special educational needs? 

• The Inclusion budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide additional support and/or 
resources dependent on an individual or cohort’s needs. 

• The additional provision may be allocated after discussions at Inclusion Panel or Key Stage Progress meetings. 
 
How is the decision made about how much support a student will receive? 

• All students who have additional needs are discussed at key stage progress meetings or Inclusion Panel meetings 
at least once a year; support, resources and intervention programmes are allocated and evaluated at these 
meetings to ensure best use of the budget and that student’s needs are met. 

 
How will parents be involved in discussions about and planning for their child’s education? 
All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This may be through: 

• Discussions with class teachers 
• During parent/teacher consultation evenings 
• During discussions with the Director of Progress & Enrichment, the SEND Lead Professional or other professionals 
• Attendance at Annual Reviews for students with EHCPs. 
• Reading and commenting in their child’s Planner 
• Ensuring their child completes homework tasks to a high standard. 

 
 
For more information please contact Miss A Knight – Assistant Principal (SEND) 
e:  ashlene.knight@oasislordshill.org 




