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Content 

• What does 
the source 
show/say? 

Own knowledge 

-Underline key parts in 
the source that match the 
question 
-What own knowledge do 
you have that shows why 
the source is useful? 
(does the source match 
your own knowledge?) 

-Annotate key parts in 
the source that match the 
question 
-What own knowledge do 
you have that shows why 
the source is useful? 
(does the source match 
your own knowledge?) 

- Annotate key parts in the 
source that match the 
question 
-What own knowledge do 
you have that shows why 
the source is useful? (does 
the source match your own 
knowledge?) 

-Underline key parts in the 
source that match the 
question 
-What own knowledge do 
you have that shows why 
the source is useful? (does 
the source match your own 
knowledge?) 

- Annotate key parts in the 
source that match the 
question 
-What own knowledge do 
you have that shows why 
the source is useful? (does 
the source match your 
own knowledge?) 

O 

Origin 

• What type 
of source is 
it? 

• Who made 
it? When? 

Useful: 
-Gives a day-to-day, first-
hand account from 
someone at the time 
-May reveal the emotions 
and feelings of the person 
during the event 

Useful: 
-Artist may be well 
informed and have 
conducted researched 
before producing 
-Shows a viewpoint from 
the time 

Useful:  
-Shows a real-life situation 
or person(s) at the time in 
a particular moment 
-Snapshot of a real point In 
time 

Useful: 
-If a respectable paper, the 
story may be impartial and 
give honest facts 
-Research often conducted: 
facts/figures to back up 
story 

Useful: 
-Cartoons often based on 
real events/facts/people 
-If drawn at the time it can 
show opinions of people 
at the time 

Less useful:  
-NOT REPRESENTATIVE: 
from one person’s 
viewpoint 
-Person may only 
remember certain facts 

Less useful: 
-Drawn, so less accurate 
at portraying people and 
events 
-Propaganda can be one 
sided and exaggerated 
 

Less useful: 
-Only shows one part of 
something, not the whole 
situation (LIMITED SCOPE) 
-Could the photographer 
have taken it from a certain 
angle? 

Less useful:  
-Can be biased depending 
on writer/owner giving a 
certain perspective 
-Censorship may restrict 
information-one sided view 

Less useful: 
-Artist can be biased, or 
may be influenced to draw 
a certain perspective 

P 

Purpose 

• Why was the 
source 
produced? 

• Did they 
have a 
specific 
reason for 
making it? 

Useful: 
-Can express truthful 
feelings as it is usually a 
private document 
-Shows things that may 
otherwise be censored 

Useful: 
-Propaganda (whilst not 
accurate) shows what the 
author/government 
wanted people to 
believe/think 

Useful 
-Could show a real 
situation (e.g. suffering) 
-Might be for official 
records or private use- may 
be a trustworthy view 
 

Useful:  
-Usually written to inform 
the public, so may present 
accurate, neutral overview 
of events  

Useful: 
-Used to entertain- can 
reveal true opinions of 
government, economy etc. 

Less Useful 
-Person might change the 
facts to suit themselves, 
even when kept private, 
or if they are planning on 
publishing 

Less useful:  
-Propaganda- used to 
mislead the public (not 
truthful)  
-Inaccuracies can stretch 
the truth e.g. a painting 
to commemorate may 
show people as heroic 

Less useful: 
-Might have been taken for 
propaganda purposes and 
be staged/set up 

Less useful:  
-May be propaganda to 
present a certain view of 
events 
-Could be sensationalising 
the story to sell papers, so 
may not be accurate 

Less useful: 
-Usually used as 
propaganda to turn people 
against someone or 
something and influence 
their views 



 


