
 

 
 
25th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Academy Closure – Update for Parents 
 
Firstly I want to extend my best wishes to all of our families at this difficult time.  I have been 
humbled by how our academy community has come together over the past week and would like to 
thank our staff, students and parents for their incredible support.   
 
I want to provide some updates on how the academy is continuing to respond to the current 
national situation.  
 
The government have announced strict new rules to tackle the spread of the coronavirus. Families 
are being asked to leave home only to exercise once a day, travel to and from work where 
‘absolutely necessary’, shop for essential items and to fulfil any medical or care needs.  I have 
attached the range of measures which I hope you find helpful. 
 
To ensure that we are fulfilling the government’s requirements to provide childcare to everyone 
who is eligible and free school meals, while balancing the need to ensure we are not asking our staff 
to take unnecessary risks, we are beginning to adapt our approach. 
 
Childcare at the Academy 
 
Please remember that children staying at home is the best option, wherever possible. 
 
To minimise the number of staff who are at risk, we are exploring options for clustering together our 
childcare provision with other education providers in the local area as soon possible.  We will 
contact you with further details once we have them. 
 
Free School Meals (Eligible Students only) 
 
The government have promised further updates on arrangements for free school meals, and a 
national scheme is being established.  Therefore, details are subject to change, and we will keep you 
updated.  The academy is currently seeking to work with local supermarkets to implement a voucher 
system as soon as possible. 
 
For the remainder of this week, those eligible for free school meals can obtain these by attending 
the academy reception between 12.00 and 12.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Home Learning 
 
All students should now be learning from home, following the guidance that we have provided for 
students and parents.  This guidance, along with access to our online learning portals, can be found 
on the ‘Home Learning’ section or our academy website, under the ‘Learning’ tab.  Teachers are in 
daily contact with students via academy email. 
 
I am pleased that we have been able to support a number families with the loan of IT equipment.  
Where this has not been possible due to limited resource, we are arranging alternative solutions so 
that all students have access to learning during academy closure.  If any parent has any concerns 
regarding home learning, please contact us using the email address at the bottom of this letter. 
 
Year 11 and Examinations 
 
The Government has now updated its advice following the cancellation of this summer’s GCSE 
examinations.  Whilst this advice will continue to change, I wanted to provide Year 11 parents with 
as much information as I know at this stage. 
 
In summary: 
 

- Examination boards will ask teachers to submit their judgement (using such information as 
the mock examinations and non-examination assessments) on the grade that they believe a 
student would have attained if the exams had gone ahead. 

- The exam boards will look at these judgements alongside other data including the students’ 
prior attainment and the national distribution of examination grades in previous years. 

 
From this process, students will be awarded a “calculated grade”, sometime before the end of July.  
Students will have the right to appeal against the grade awarded or to sit the examination once 
schools re-open. There will also be an option to take an exam early in the next academic year for 
students who wish to. 
 
Despite this uncertain situation, I want Year 11 students to treat the next few months as if they are 
preparing for the examinations. We will support them (and keep an eye on them!) as much as we 
can in helping them to prepare. 
 
Contacting the Academy 
 
If you have any questions about any aspect of the information above, please do not hesitate to 
contact us using the email address info@oasislordshill.org 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding during this challenging time.  We will of course keep 
you updated on any developments.  Please also check the academy website for the latest updates. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr R Forder 
Principal 
 



Coronavirus Information:
What should I do?

PM Boris Johnson has 
announced new rules for 
the UK to follow

Public gatherings of more 
than 2 people are banned 
- excluding those you live 
with. 

Keep in touch with one 
another

Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose and mouth with  
unwashed hands

If your symptoms get 
worse or are no better 
after 7 days, seek medical 
advice

Only leave home for 
essential shopping medical 
needs and one form of 
exercise per day

You can be fined by the 
police if you don’t follow 
the rules

Use a tissue for coughs 
and sneezes

If you live with someone 
who has a ‘new continuous’ 
cough or high temp. stay at 
home for 14 days

Stay at home. Make no 
unnecessary journeys or 
social contact

Don’t visit other people’s 
houses or socialise outside 
your home    

Wash hand for about 20 
seconds with soap and hot 
water or use hand sanitiser

What are the 
symptoms and 
what should I do 
if I think I have 
them?

You may be tested for the 
virus at a hospital

Use online 111 coronavirus
service at 111.nhs.uk. 
In Northern Ireland call 111 

You can travel to and from 
work if absolutely  
necessary

If unwell, isolate yourself 
and your family 

If you don’t have a tissue, 
use your sleeve 

Stay at least 3 steps away 
from other people in your 
home if possible

Please help us all 
by following the 
rules and doing 

your bit to limit the 
spread of the virus. 
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