
 

 
 
17th July 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill – Reopening for all Students in September 
 
As we reach the end of this academic year, I want to extend a huge thank you to our entire 
academy community for their support and hard work since the closure of the academy in 
March.  I have been truly humbled by the efforts of our staff, students and families in 
ensuring that children have remained safe whilst accessing high-quality education 
throughout this period. 
 
Following my recent letter to you about the Government’s requirement for all children to 
return to school in September, I am writing today to update you on our plans.  
 
As you will be aware, the Government has made it clear that all pupils, in all year groups, 
are expected to return to school full-time from the beginning of September.  As outlined in 
the guidance, the prevalence of coronavirus has decreased since schools restricted their 
opening to most pupils.  The scientific evidence shows that coronavirus presents a much 
lower risk to children than adults of becoming severely ill, and there is no evidence that 
children transmit the disease any more than adults. You can read the full guidance here. 
 
To ensure that all pupils and staff can return safely, there are a significant number of actions 
that the Government have asked us to take.  We must: 
 

• Minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus.  
• Be able to continue teaching and learning in the case of a local outbreak. 
• Alter how we run the academy day-to-day to meet the new safety requirements. 
• Amend our curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support offer in the context of all the 

new arrangements. 
 

The purpose of this letter is to explain how we intend to meet these expectations through our 
detailed risk assessment, which has been developed following guidance from the 
Government and detailed guidelines from Oasis Community Learning.  Prior to our 
reopening, this risk assessment will be reviewed by the Oasis national leadership team 
along with myself as Principal, and will remain under constant review as we monitor our 
progress and as the country’s situation changes.   
 
As always, our first priority is the safety and wellbeing of the children, your family and our 
staff.  We will take every precaution so that we reduce the risk as much as possible and be 
in a position to welcome back all of our students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


Details about our arrangements 
 
The arrangements we are putting in place are lengthy to explain. There is a lot of information 
here, but I wanted you to have the full detail of what we are doing to make the academy safe 
and welcoming for our students.  While it will be a little different to normal, we will of course 
take the time to ensure all of our students understand the changes when we welcome them 
back.  We will also provide additional support for any children who are apprehensive having 
been out of school for such a long time. 
 

1) Attendance 
 

The Government’s guidance is clear that students are expected to attend school from 
September.  Attendance is compulsory.  This means that parents have a duty to ensure that 
their child regularly attends school, and that schools have a responsibility to 
record attendance and follow up absence as normal. 
 

2) Year group bubbles and social distancing 
 

Government guidance advises that an effective way to stop the spread of coronavirus is to 
minimise contact between individuals.  We take this recommendation seriously.  To support 
this, we will be operating a system of year group bubbles, ensuring that children in different 
year groups do not mix whilst they attend the academy, and that movement around the 
building is minimised.  This means that children will spend the majority of lesson time in an 
allocated ‘zone’ of the academy, supported by a dedicated team of teachers and support 
staff.  Different year group bubbles will have different start and finish times – please see 
section 6 below. 
 
In addition, we will continue to have 2 metre social distancing tape and a number of one-way 
systems in place to remind those attending the academy of the need for distancing wherever 
possible. 
  

3) Hygiene and cleaning  
 

We will ensure that everyone understands that good hygiene is everyone’s responsibility.  
We will maintain intensified cleaning routines with a focus on regularly wiping down door 
handles and hard surfaces. As per normal, the academy will be cleaned every day and there 
will be disinfectant sprays and paper for cleaning purposes in each classroom. 
 
We know that good hand hygiene is essential to preventing the spread of coronavirus.   
As such, we have built regular opportunities for handwashing into our academy timetable.  
There will also be notices reminding students about the need for good respiratory hygiene 
(catch it/bin it/kill it), and we will ensure ventilation wherever possible. 
 

4) Suspected symptoms, a confirmed case, and multiple confirmed cases 
 

We will be following the Government’s direct guidance on what to do if a student or staff 
member has suspected coronavirus symptoms or is confirmed to have the virus.  
 
If your child is demonstrating any of the following symptoms of coronavirus, they should not 
attend school: 
 
- a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back.  
- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hour. 
- a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 
 



Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus should get a test. Tests can be booked online 
through the NHS testing and tracing website.  Parents must inform us immediately of the 
results. 
 
If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must self-isolate for at least 7 
days from the onset of their symptoms.  The 7 day period starts from the day when they first 
became ill.  Other members of their household should self-isolate for 14 days. 
 

5) Student start dates and term dates 
 
Students will return to the academy on the following days after which they will attend on 
every school day: 
 
Year 7 – Monday 7th September, arrive between 8.15 and 8.30am  
Year 11 – Tuesday 8th September, arrive between 8.45 and 9.00am (Year 7 will also attend 
on this day, arriving between 8.15 and 8.30am) 
Years 8, 9 and 10 – Wednesday 9th September, arrive at the start times indicated below 
(Year 7 and Year 11 will also attend at their allocated start times) 
 
Our academy term dates are available on our website: 
 
https://www.oasisacademylordshill.org/academy-life/term-dates 
 

6) Staggered start and end times 
 

Each year group bubble will have a different start and finish time.  It is important students 
arrive in their allotted time slot so as not to make contact with students outside of their 
bubble. 
 
Year group Arrival time between End time 
Year 7  8.15 – 8.30am 2.30pm 
Year 8 8.30 – 8.45am 2.45pm 
Year 9 8.30 – 8.45am 2.45pm 
Year 10 8.45 – 9.00am 3.00pm 
Year 11 8.45 – 9.00am 3.00pm 

 
We recognise that these arrangements may have an impact for families with siblings in 
different year groups.  Where possible, we advise that siblings who are not scheduled to 
arrive at the same time should travel to school separately.  If this is not possible, please 
contact us by email (info@oasislordshill.org) and we will make suitable arrangements.  
 

7) Getting to and from school 
 

The Government continues to advise that students should try to avoid public transport 
especially at peak times and, where possible, travel to and from the academy by walking or 
cycling.   
 
There are two ways for students to enter the academy site. For those walking or cycling to 
school, or travelling by bus, students should enter through the main entrances on Romsey 
Road, were they will greeted by a member of staff.  
 
For those being dropped off by car, please note that the main academy car park will not be 
accessible for parents.  If you are dropping your child off, please do so by using the public 
car park next to the academy entrance on Redbridge Lane.  Your child will then enter the 
academy using the walkway from this car park. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Parents and all other external visitors to the academy will not be allowed onto school 
premises, unless this is for essential purposes and an appointment has been made with a 
member of staff.  During the day, we ask that parents communicate with us only by email or 
telephone (023 8039 3660).  
 

8) Personal protective equipment (PPE) and temperature checks 
 

Public Health England does not recommend the use of face coverings in schools. Please 
note however that face coverings are required at all times on public transport (for children 
over the age of 11).  
 
Students who wear face coverings on the way to school must remove them on arrival by 
using the straps rather than the front of their mask. Those wearing temporary face coverings 
will be asked to dispose of these in a covered bin.  Reusable face coverings will be placed in 
a plastic bag which students can pick up later when leaving to go home. 
 
We continue to have a stock of PPE within the academy, including face-masks, disposable 
gloves, disposable aprons, hand sanitisers and soap, if required. 
    
In light of Government advice, we will no longer be undertaking thermometer testing upon 
arrival.   
 

9)  Water bottles and other equipment 
 

To support hygiene and to ensure every student is well equipped for learning, I am pleased 
to say that we will be providing all the necessary equipment that students will require.  With 
the exception of a scientific calculator for those that own them, there is no need for students 
to bring a pencil case or other equipment to school. 
 
Pupils are required to bring in their own water bottle for their individual use. These must be 
labelled and can be re-filled during the day.   
 

10) Free school meals, food and packed lunches 
 

Over the summer holiday, I am pleased to say that eligible families will continue to receive 
free school meals vouchers by email.  The final delivery date will be on Friday 14th August, 
which will be valued for the final three weeks of the holiday.   
 
Upon returning in September, each year group bubble will have a time allocated to access 
the dining area and hot food provision.  Students may bring in packed lunches, but they must 
remain within their bags throughout the day. 
 
Whilst we familiarise ourselves with our new arrival arrangements, I regret to inform you that 
we will not be running Breakfast Club at the start of term.  I will communicate the 
arrangements for the launch of this as soon as possible. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns about of food provision, please do not hesitate to 
contact us by email (info@oasislordshill.org). 
 

11) Uniform 
 

All students will return in full uniform.   
 
Our uniform policy reflects our values and reinforces the academy’s culture of high 
expectations. It is one way in which we identify ourselves as a community and it promotes a 
strong and cohesive academy character. 



Full details of our uniform expectations, can be found on our academy website, using the 
following link, which I advise you to read carefully: 
 
https://www.oasisacademylordshill.org/academy-life/uniform 
 
In particular, I want to draw your attention to my expectations regarding footwear:  
 
Examples of acceptable shoes – flat, black leather shoes. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Examples of unacceptable shoes – no trainers, or trainer branded shoes, or boots permitted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the days during which your child has PE lessons, they must wear academy PE kit.  This 
is to eliminate the need for using changing rooms during the day.  Parents will be informed 
of which day their child has PE in a later communication.   
 
Summer holiday work and communication 
 
At our recent face-to-face conversations for current Year 7, 8 and 9 students, we provided a 
summer learning journal for children to complete, and our Year 10 students have also 
received preparation work for September.  Any students who did not receive these packs will 
receive a copy by post in the coming days.  I would be grateful if all parents could ensure 
that the work is returned to the academy on the first day of term. 
 
I understand that many of you will have questions about these arrangements.  If you have 
any questions or concerns that are not addressed in this, please contact us at 
info@oasislordshill.org.  Senior leaders will be working in the academy from mid-August, 
and will be able to respond to any queries in good time for the start of term. 
 
Thank you as ever for your patience and understanding during this time, and the support you 
are providing to your child and the academy.  I cannot wait to welcome our students back in 
September so that they safely and happily return to their studies. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr Rob Forder 
Principal 
 
 


