
A message from Rob Forder, Principal Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill 

 

A warm welcome back to everyone for the start of the 2019-20 academic year.  I hope you enjoyed 
your summer holidays with your families and friends.  I would like to extend a very special welcome to 
our new Year 7 students and their families.  The students have made an excellent start with us. 

Following the appointments of Dr Riding and Mr Gundry in the spring term last year, Mr Brand and Ms 
Knight have now joined my senior team for the start of this academic year.  Mr Brand played a lead 
role in significantly improving standards as Vice Principal at Oasis Academy Brislington in Bristol. In 
her role as Director of Excellence (English), Ms Knight has led an ambitious programme of curriculum 
development whilst significantly improving the outcomes in English for students at Lord’s Hill. 

 

The full Academy Leadership Team now working with me is as follows: 

Mr Brand – Associate Principal 

Dr Riding – Vice Principal (Curriculum and Teaching) 

Mr Gundry – Assistant Principal (Student Entitlement) 

Ms Knight – Assistant Principal (Teaching and Learning) 

 

Over the summer break, we received very good news regarding the GCSE results of the class of 
2019.  I was particularly impressed that last year’s Year 11 students achieved a record equalling total 
of seventeen grade 9s in the new GCSEs.  This included eleven grade 9s in Maths and the Sciences, 
a record at the academy.  Once again, the academy has maintained its track record in securing 
brilliant results in vocational subjects, such as Health and Social Care, Hospitality, Engineering and 
Sport. In total, 39% of grades in these subjects were at Distinction or Distinction*.  By gaining these 
grades, our students have set themselves up to achieve great things in the future, and we are 
extremely proud of them.  Hard work, works! 

During our INSET days on 2nd and 3rd September, our staff team prepared thoroughly for the return of 
our students.  There are now over 660 children on roll at the academy, which represents a record 
number, and we are expecting to grow further over the next 12 months.  Our staff are doing 
everything we can to ensure that our curriculum is ambitious and that students are welcomed by 
teachers who deliver inspirational and challenging lessons.  We are also working hard at continuing to 
ensure excellent behaviour at the academy.   

I am excited by the range of activities that we have planned outside the classroom this term.  Already 
this year we have been fortunate to host a day of training at the academy around the theme of anti-
bullying, in collaboration with the Diana Award.  This involved young people from across 
Southampton, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight receiving training to become anti-bullying 
ambassadors.  Our Performing Arts team have already begun planning this year’s musical, Matilda.  
We have also begun a full programme of sports fixtures in all year groups. 

Thank you for your continued support as we aim for another successful year at the academy.  I wish 
you all a happy autumn term. 

 

 

 

 


