
 

9th November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope you and your families are well at this time.  It was wonderful to see our students back in 
school last week following the half-term holiday.  Following a successful start to the second half 
of the autumn term, I wanted to update you on a number of important matters following our return 
to school. 

Impact of New National Restrictions on the Academy 

From Thursday 5th November, new national restrictions were introduced in England in order to 
control the spread of COVID-19.   

As part of the new restrictions, the Government announced that it would not be closing schools.  
Senior clinicians have advised that school is the best place for children to be.  It is very important 
for students to attend, to support their wellbeing and education and help working parents.  If your 
child is well, it is compulsory for them to attend the Academy. 

Before half-term, I published a guide for parents in the event of your child falling ill.  This guide 
can be found using the following link: 

https://bit.ly/3kLa3qv 

Since September, the Academy has implemented a range of protective measures to keep our 
academy community safe.  The full range of measures is contained in the following letter which I 
wrote to you at the end of the summer term.  The link to this letter is as follows: 

https://bit.ly/2Ck4ejf 

I am extremely proud of how students, staff and parents have adapted to these measures.  
Thankfully, the impact of COVID-19 on the Academy has been small so far.  However, rates of 
infection are rising in Southampton and so we must remain vigilant and not be complacent. 

Update 1 – Face Coverings 

Central to our safe reopening has been the use of face coverings by students when moving 
around indoors, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing is difficult to 
maintain.  Whilst we have been successfully implementing this since September, the 
Government have now made this compulsory in all secondary schools.   
 
At the start of term we issued reusable face coverings to every student, free of charge. These 
are the only face coverings to be worn in school.  Please ensure that your child has this with 
them every day before they leave for school.  Students not attending with their Academy face 
covering will be issued with a replacement at a cost of £3. 
 
Parents are responsible for ensuring that their child’s face covering is washed regularly.  The 
reusable face covering should be washed regularly at 60oC.  It can be tumble dried.  Thank you 
for your support with this. 
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Update 2 – Transport  
 
The Government continues to advise that students should try to avoid public transport.  Where 
possible, students should travel to and from the Academy by walking or cycling.  However, I 
recognise that some of our students live too far away from the Academy to walk or cycle, and I 
am delighted that we have worked with our partners Bluestar to introduce a new service (524), 
transporting our Year 7 students back to central Southampton at 2.10pm. 
 
For parents dropping children off by car, I would like to emphasise that the main Academy car 
park is not accessible for parents, except for identified students on the basis of disability.  If you 
are dropping your child off by car, you must do so by using the public car park next to the 
Academy entrance on Redbridge Lane. Your child will then enter the Academy using the 
walkway from this car park.  Thank you for your support with this matter. 
 
Update 3 – Academy Uniform  
 
On Thursday 5th November, we spoke to all of our students in assemblies.  As you know we are 
very proud of our Academy uniform.  It reflects our values and reinforces the Academy’s culture 
of high expectations.  
 
To support us with this, I would like to emphasise three things to parents: 
 

- Although they may wish to wear these to keep warm on the way to school, students must 
not wear coats, hoodies or non-school uniform jumpers inside the Academy.  This 
includes on PE days.  We recommend that students wear an Oasis sweatshirt and/or 
blazer over their turquoise PE shirt on these days. 

- With the exception of PE days, students should wear black shoes, preferably leather.  
Shoes should have no visible branding.  Trainers or trainer type shoes are not permitted. 

- On PE days only, trainers may be worn.  Students may also wear plain black tracksuit 
bottoms or suitable black sports leggings.  Jeans, jeggings or leggings consisting of thin 
cloth material are not permitted. 
 

If you have any questions about this, or need support with uniform, please contact your child’s 
pastoral leader by email: 

Year 7/8 – Fiona Gibbs – Fiona.gibbs@oasislordshill.org 

Year 9/10 – Michelle Grundy – Michelle.Grundy@oasislordshill.org 

Year 11 – Carol Coutinho – Carol.coutinho@oasislordshill.org 

 
Update 4 - Mobile Phones – See It, Hear It, Lose It!  
 
In line with our e-safety policy we strongly feel that the inappropriate use of mobile phones can 
adversely affect your child’s mental health and wellbeing.  Equally, at Lord’s Hill, we take your 
child’s uninterrupted learning extremely seriously.   
 
Following such a long period away from school in the summer, we have noticed an increase in 
the number of students using their phones, and are committed to working alongside parents in 
tackling this.  Whilst we recognise that some students need to bring a phone to school in order to 
contact parents before and after school, phones should not be used at any time once in the 
Academy. 
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We have a ‘See It, Hear It, Lose It’ policy on the use of mobile phones in school.  If your child is 
seen using their mobile phone, this will be confiscated by a member of staff.  Mobile phone 
devices and accessories will be kept safe and secure at our main reception.  Our COVID-19 
measures will ensure that no device is handled by any staff member, and your child’s phone will 
be placed directly into a plastic bag.  Your child will be able to collect their device or accessory at 
the end of the day from the main reception.  In some circumstances, the Academy may contact 
the parent to retrieve the device, however you will be informed with notice if this is the case.  
 
To support us, I would ask that if parents need to contact their children during the school day, 
please do so by phoning the Academy reception, and not by contacting them directly on their 
mobile phone.  Thank you for your support with this important matter. 
 
Although there is a lot of information provided here, I do hope that you find these updates helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do contact us via email - info@oasislordshill.org.  A member of 
staff will respond to your query within two working days. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Rob Forder 
Principal 
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