
 

19th May 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
At our academy we believe that our community plays the most fundamental role in 
supporting the progress and development of our young learners and we are keen to support 
our families in many different ways.  
 
To this end, in the week beginning 24th May, we shall be celebrating Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness in support of the personal story of one of our Pastoral Leaders, Michelle Grundy. 
Michelle is a valued member of the Oasis Lord’s Hill Student Entitlement Team, and our 
Community, working with years 9 and 10.  She also has two children who attend our 
academy in years 10 and 11 and is also showing her support by taking part in the 50 Squats 
a Day in May Challenge.  Please read on to find out why we are supporting this cause, and 
how we are doing so at Lord’s Hill. 
 
Michelle’s Story: 
 
“When Mum was diagnosed in March 2018 this is the reality that we as a family had to 
face: 

 
It took over a year of hospital visits before it was diagnosed in March 2018. Mum was 
given 6 months to live due to the cancer being next to a blood vessel and being 
inoperable. Mum was offered chemo to lengthen her life but was told that there was 
no chance of survival. 
  
After months of intensive chemo, a surgeon decided to try and remove the tumour. 
This was a risky operation with a low survival rate but luckily in February 2019 the 
cancer was removed.  The day Mum was told was like this dark cloud was lifted, the 
relief came out in floods of tears.  
 
Mum has now been in remission for the past two years, but due to complications of 
not having a pancreas, she spends most of her time in and out of hospital. But now, 
at least, I still get to cuddle her and tell her I love her” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are certain that Michelle’s story will strike a note with many from our community, and we 
are encouraging students to participate in supporting this worthwhile charity in the following 
ways: 
 

— Years 7 and 8 tutor groups will be invited to write messages of support for those who 
have experienced or are experiencing cancer or illness. This will then form a display 
on our Tree of Hope in the Agora.  

— Years 9, 10 and staff will be asked to wear a purple ribbon (provided by tutors)  
— On Friday 28th May, students from all years and staff will be encouraged to wear 

one item of purple clothing or accessory (Please ensure that the purple item is 
suitable for our school setting). 

— All staff members and students are encouraged to donate spare change (via their 
tutor) throughout the week.  

 
Our LiFe Curriculum celebrates developing our student’s potential through recognising, and 
building on, their own individual circumstance. This week of charity support is just one way 
to support our young people and their experiences. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and many thanks in advance for any 
support that you can give. Here is a link to donate should you wish to:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/donate/307424010740202/?fundraiser_source=external_url 
 
Please look out for all these events on our Social Media streams @LordsHillLiFe and 
#LiFeMatters. If you would like to find out more about the Pancreatic Awareness and 50 
Squats a Day in May, please click here https://www.pancreaticcancer.org.uk 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Liz Lea 
Assistant Principal for Personal Development at Oasis Academy Lord’s Hill 
The LiFe Curriculum (Leadership, identity, Futures and enrichment) 
@LordsHillLiFe  #LiFeMatters 
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