
 

6th January 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As ever, I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well.  I am writing to you with 
another update following the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on Monday evening.   

Closure of Schools 

The Government have announced that as part of a new national lockdown, schools in England 
will be closed until at least the February half-term holiday, which ends on Friday 19th February.  
Whilst the Government have resisted closing schools until now, this decision has been taken in 
the face of the rapidly rising numbers of cases across the country and intense pressure on the 
NHS. 

Remote Learning  

This morning, we have begun the delivery of online lessons to all students at Lord’s Hill, using 
Microsoft Teams.  The only exceptions to this are children of critical workers and those who are 
determined by the Government as ‘vulnerable’.  They are able to complete their online learning in 
school, and we have already been in contact with the families of these children to invite them into 
the Academy. 

Children must attend lessons throughout the day on a suitable device at home.  Attendance to 
these lessons is compulsory, because failure to do so will result in students missing important 
new learning.  Please note that because of our use of Microsoft Teams, we will not be providing 
any students with work packs.  

Students should attend lessons throughout the day, using the following timetable structure.  In 
addition to the 30 minute breaks shown, there will be a short break of 5 minutes at the end of 
every lesson. 

  Lesson start at Lessons finish at 
Break 1  
(30 minutes) 

Break 2 
(30 minutes) 

Year 7 8.30am 2.00pm 10.00am 12.30pm 
Year 8 9.00am 2.45pm 10.30am 1.00pm 
Year 9 9.00am 2.45pm 11.00am 2.00pm 
Year 10 9.00am 3.00pm 11.30am 1.30pm 
Year 11 9.00am 3.00pm 12.00noon   

 

All students have had comprehensive training in the use of Microsoft Teams.  We have produced 
guidance for parents and children accessing remote learning via Microsoft Teams. You can find 
this easily on our Academy website, using the following link:  

https://www.oasisacademylordshill.org/learning/home-learning  
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If you have any concerns at all about your child accessing remote learning via Microsoft Teams, 
please do not hesitate to contact us by email, using info@oasislordshill.org.  We will respond to 
every enquiry as soon as we can.  It is so important that your children continue to learn 
throughout this period of closure. 

Keeping Children Safe During Live Lessons 

Live lessons are a different and new way of learning for all of us.  We ask for your support in 
implementing a few simple guidelines to reduce any risks: 

- The background seen from your child’s camera should be blurred – there is an option to 
enable this in Microsoft Teams if it is not set automatically. 

- If possible, please ensure children watch the lesson from a communal space in your 
house, rather than from their bedroom. 

- Children should wear their daytime clothes, not sleep wear. 
- Please let everyone else in the house know that your child’s camera is switched on to 

avoid any embarrassing ‘walk-in’ episodes. 
- Only your child should appear on their camera.  Please keep any other family members 

out of shot. 
- No screenshots should be taken of online lessons. 

 
The ability for children to record lessons or communicate outside of the group chat with an 
individual child will be switched off.  The teacher will apply the sanctions in the academy 
behaviour policy if a student demonstrates inappropriate behaviour. 

Free School Meals 

This week, we arranged for a £10 food voucher to be emailed to eligible families as a 
continuation of the scheme implemented over the Christmas break. This voucher should be 
redeemed using the eCode provided in an email received by Edenred.   

If you have yet to receive your voucher for this week, or need support accessing your voucher, 
please email Ms Farrell by email, using denise.farrell@oasislordshill.org.  

I will confirm arrangements for the distribution of free school meals to eligible families and 
students for the coming weeks as soon as possible.  Please rest assured that we will continue to 
provide food for eligible students throughout the period of school closure. 

Year 11 and Examinations 

The Government have announced that exams will not take place for Year 11 as normal this year. 

Year 11 students and families should be aware that, although we are waiting for details of how 
students will be awarded grades this summer, the work students are doing at the moment will 
count towards their final grade.  Therefore it is extremely important that Year 11 students attend 
their online lessons.   
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I know this situation may be unsettling for Year 11 students and their families, please be assured 
that we will be doing everything that we can to ensure that the children receive the qualifications 
they deserve.  Once we have more detail on the situation with exams, we will of course update 
you at the earliest opportunity. 

As you know, this is my final term at Lord’s Hill.  It has always been an honour to serve this 
community and I will continue to do everything I can to support you and provide an exceptional 
education for your children in the coming weeks.   

Thank you so much for your support. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Rob Forder 
Principal 
 
 
 


